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HIGH ABOVE MISSOURI'S WATERS
Former members of Base Hospital Unit 21 were the guests of Dr. and Mrs. Joseph
Larimore at the Larimore's summer home near Chesterfield, Missouri on the afternoon and evening of J~ly 8. The. rustic lo~ge, b.ui~t of logs, and shaded by lofty
oaks and maples on a hill overlookmg the Missouri river, offered welcome relief from
the heat. and turmoil of St. Louis, and the veter~ns are still ~icking their chops at the
recollect10n of the savory barbecued lamb and sixty pound pig that featured a dinner
served on the terrace adjoining an out-door brick kitchen.
During the afternoon, the visitors occupied their time in various ways, punctuating
their activities with frequent trips to a tank of ;eracked ice containing bottled refreshments. They raided a blackberry patch ... gazed with avid longing at a cluster
of plump sugar cured hams aging in the smokehouse ... sniffed the roses ... inspected the well equipped tool house, and exchanged greetings with a small army of
pigs of various sizes and colors who deserted a shady pool in the valley below to act a~
a reception committee. Several of the more energetic guests engaged in horseshoe
pitching, but the majority, after a short stroll through the grounds, contented themselves with lolling in easy chairs on the terrace where they confined their activities
to conversation and the consumption of cooling drinks.
The deportment of the veterans was exemplary. Either the march of time has slowed
them down or they are sincerely attempting to behave in a Christian manner-at any
rate their conduct has grown increasingly docile during the past year.
It was a merry gathering in a beautiful setting, and as the guests departed, the cool
night air rang with expressions of appreciation to Dr. Larimore, his charming wife,
and Roosevelt, their capable colored chef.

***

Frank (Streamline) Depke's astounding capacity for
home-made pickles and plum butter brought envious
comment from Marvin Hamilton and George Jordan,
the leading trenchermen of Rouen Post . . . Your
editor, who in days gone by amused himself by
smacking George Delany, Pat Byrns and Lee Gay
under the table with ease at reunion dinners, was
/""'1.._
•
~- " '
forced to extend himself to
earn a draw in a wrestling
~ ~match with Ann, the eight~
year old daughter of Dr.
F-===~~;~?ii;~~==
Larimore. And a few hours
,,. . . . ,.... ·· ·
later. after accepting an invitation to ride to St. Louis
with Bill Wright, he hastily
climbed into a departing car
and rode three miles before
discovering that the driver
was Jim Sallee.
(Continued on page 2)
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Roosevelt, the chef, was the center of a drooling audience
as he prepared the meat in the out-door kitchen. Both the
pig and the lamb were split lengthwise, placed on automatic
rotisserie spits, basted at proper intervals and later suspended over burning embers in a pit to keep hot until serving time.
Dr. Brockman and Dr. Ernst were present but the latter
had an engagement which prevented him from staying for
dinner. You missed a real treat, Eddie! ... Charles J ablonsky was greeted with enthusiastic cheers as he drove
·up to the lodge with Frank Depke. The betting had been
6 to 1 that the portly Service Officer would take the wrong
road or for get the address. The odds were based upon the
fact that J abby failed to find a Rauen Post meeting at the
Melbourne Hotel a few months ago and on another occasion spent an entire evening driving over St. Louis County
roads in a futile effort to locate the home of Colonel Veeder
where he had been invited to attend a conference of the
entertainment committee. "I think the Post should furnish Jablonsky with a compass and an Indian guide for these outings," said Forney
Dixon. "In all probability he would never have found his way here today without
Depke's assistance" ... A printed copy of a map showing the route to Dr. Larimore's
home was enclosed with each invitation to the party. The original map was drawn
by "Pathfinder" George Jordan who arrived late after stopping at three filling stations enroute to .ask directions.
Wrennie "Singem" Steele was among the guests.
weight since his army days.

"Singem" has taken on a lot of

Phil Conrath, Arthur Melville and Willard McQuoid were discussing "Weaving Willie''
Engel's untiring devotion to his flower garden. "You'll never convince me that Engel
spends his time toiling in that garden simply through his love of flowers," said
McQuoid. '~If the truth were known, he's probably cultivating a crop of marijuana
behind the zinnias.

***

Maple syrup from trees on Dr. Larimore's property was served with ice cream following the dinner.

•*•

The former nurses of the Unit were represented by Jeannette Parish and Mae Auerbach Gluck. Other guests were Mr. and Mrs. Edward Murray, the latter a sister of
Mrs. Larimore, Mrs. Richard Baumhoff and C. 0. Brosius of Chicago, a cousin of
Marvin Hamilton.
THE CALL OF THE WILD
Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Pryke are the proprietors of Chippewa Camp, a fishing resort on
Big Sandy Lake at McGregor, Minnesota, 50 miles north of the'Twin Cities on High·
way 65. Mrs. Pryke (Edna Alley who served as a nurse in Base Hospital Unit 21),
writes that if any former members of the Unit are contemplating a vacation in that
part of the country she would be glad to have them stop at Chippewa Camp. According to Mrs. Pryke, the scenery is beautiful and Big Sandy Lake offers excellent fish·
ing. The rates (including boat, ice, and fuel) $15 per week or $50 per month.

THE ROUEN POST
My dear Engel:

To say merely that I enjoy the Rouen Post is a wholly inadequate method of indicating my real feelings, but to do that would require a vocabulary and writing ability I do
not possess.
I think I shall, at some time or other, offer a few of my own recollections which will
be accompanied by permission for Editor Stack to rearrange, delete, polish, or otherwise change to make it conform to his own inimitable style.
With kindest regards to the members of the Post and especially to that gallant band
which was known for a time as "Additional Personnel, Base Hospital 21."
Very sincerely yours
W. S. Thomas, M. D.

BAD NEWS
Base Hospital No. 21
No. 12 British General

Base Hospital No. 21
No. 12 British General Hospital
B. E. F.-France
June 23, 1918

1. No. 1 Convoy Party will be on stretcher duty from 7:00 p. m., June 23 to 7:00 a.
m., June 24, 1918.
2. No man on this party will be granted a pass during his tour of duty on Night Con-

voy.
3. The following named men are detailed as Point Party and in case of an "Air Alert''
will assemble under the Grand Stand in front of the Officers' mess.
Sergeant Costen in charge
Thomas, 0. C.
Severy
Mercer
Voor, B. H.
Sonner
Meyer
Wigginton
Steele
Riste
Schmidt
Taylor,
D.
A.
Robertson
Blanchard
Thomas, C. P.
Robinson
In charge of Quarters
Tomorrow: Corporal Collier
Today: Sergeant Costen
T. G. Hester,
Adjutant

BY ORDER OF MAJOR CLOPTON
From An Original Order

NEXT MEETING -

GARAVELLI'S REjSTAURANT-FRIDAY, AUGUST 11
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
The presence of all members is desired

THE ROUEN POST
BULLETIN BOARD
Gordon (Shorty) Kimbrel is attending summer school at the University of Colorado.
Gordon writes that his subjects require so much home work that he has had very little
time for sightseeing. He recently spent an evening with Sylvester Horn and hoped to
see Joe Meyer who is spending his vacation in Colorado.
The urge for self-improvement has overtaken Toby Dunville, the loquacious auditor.
We have just learned that Toby has been spending most of his evenings at night
school. "It's high time he started to some sort of school," commented Bill Engel.
"And I hope he will include horticulture among his subjects. It will help him to identify al#. dimorphotheca the next time he visits my garden."
Dr. Jim Costen and family are occupying their new summer cottage at Holland, Michigan, where Jim, sporting new orange swimming trunks, gives the beachcombers a daily
treat. Costen is popular in Holland and his neighbors in the summer colony recently presented him with a pair of monogramed water wings.
Pat Byrns is on the loose somewhere in Wisconsin ... Arthur and Mrs. Melville and
their three daughters have returned to St. Louis after a 'motor trip to Tennessee.
They visited the home of Andrew Jackson at Nashville, gazed in awe at Norris Dam,
flitted among the battle monuments at Chicamauga and left a trail of empty food tins
on the slopes of the Great Smoky Mountains. Rouen Post meeting at Garavelli's restaurant, June 11, was enlivened by the presence of Tom Riste, Glenn Brasel, Herschel Storment, !Ed Winer and Ernest Massard ... George Delany left a dinner party in the main
dining room to pay a brief visit ... Storment motored from Salem, Illinois with Riste
and Brasel to attend his first Rouen Post meeting ... Br.asel, athletic director of the
Hoopeston (Ill.) High School, was a target for the drug store quarterbacks last fall
when his team dropped six out of seven games. "The team was composed largely of
sophomores," explained the wiry coach. "I think we'll really go to town next season.n
REUNION IN NEW YORK
During the summer of 1917, Marvin Hamilton and Nathan, Sternberg, a soldier from
New York City, were billeted together in a training depot at Cosne, France, and for
the past twenty years the former army buddies have remembered each other with
Christmas cards. They met again for the first time since leaving Cosne, when Hamilton accompanied by his wife and his aunt, visited New York in June after attending
the American Surgical Trade Association Convention in Washington, D. C. Sternberg,
a realty broker, celebrated the occasion by escorting the Hamiltons on a tour of New
York's bright spots.
RODEN POST LOSES A REAL ADJUTANT
Lucille Wilson, secretary to Bill Engel, who has handled the office detail work for
Rouen Post 242, American Legion since its inception, resigned July 18 on account of ill
health. Lucille's departure will be a severe blow to future Post Adjutants, who will be
confronted with the necessity of doing their own work.

